Ingham ISD Mathematics & Science Update for September, 2010
Mathematics

Helping Struggling Learners workshops
Three workshops on key topics will be held this fall for special education teachers, paraprofessionals with math responsibilities, and general ed classroom teachers:
Whole Number Fluency
Oct. 7, 2010, 9 am – 3 pm

Basic Number Sense and Early Computation
Nov. 2, 2010, 12:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Fractions, Decimals and Percents
Dec. 14, 2010, 9 am – 3 pm

Cost for each session: $50.  Participants receive a box of manipulatives in the Number Sense workshop.
Common Core State Standards

The Common Core State Standards have been finalized and approved by Michigan’s State Board of Education. They are extremely similar to our current GLCEs and HSCEs.
You can read the CCSS here:
http://www.corestandards.org/ 

Especially interesting in the Mathematics Standards are the Standards for Mathematical Practice:

1.
Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

2.
Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3.
Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.

4.
Model with mathematics.

5.
Use appropriate tools strategically.

6.
Attend to precision.

7.
Look for and make use of structure.

8.
Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

MDE is providing an overview of the CCSS at the following locations and dates:

October 25, Grand Rapids

October 27, Boyne Falls

October 29, Saginaw

November 4, Detroit 
Mid-Michigan Consortium may also do a local “roll out” – stay tuned for more details on these overviews.

Science

SEPUP Training 
Do you have new teachers in 5th, 6th or 7th grade who need SEPUP training? Or are you planning to field test SEPUP for an adoption later this year or next year? SEPUP trainers invite you to workshops on Unit 2 of each grade, which will be held on October 8 at the ISD, 8:30 am – 3 pm. 

The units are:
5th: Body Works

6th: Rocks and Minerals

7th: Chemistry of Materials

These workshops are open to all districts, whether you have adopted SEPUP or just want to get to know their materials as you prepare for a new adoption cycle.
Cost: $90 per person. Minimum enrollment: 15
Register at http://pd.inghamisd.org. 

Battle Creek Science Unit Training

3rd grade teachers who need training on the life science unit (Organisms Need Character, 3LS) can join the Battle Creek workshop leader in East Lansing on September 27, from 8:30 – 3. They are opening up this training to all of our districts. The cost per teacher is $65, which includes lunch. There is space for up to 16 additional teachers in the workshop.

If you have 3rd grade teachers who need to be trained on this unit, this is a good opportunity. 
The contact person in East Lansing is Cynthia Blakeslee, principal of Pinecrest Elementary School, 333-7870. Please let her know if you have teachers who need to attend. You will pay East Lansing directly.
High School Science “Priority Expectations”
A consortium of ISD science educators, with committees of experienced teachers, have created a set of “priority expectations” for physics, chemistry, biology and Earth science. The priority expectations highlight the most important HSCEs, so that teachers don’t have to feel overwhelmed by the sheer amount of content. You can find them at:
http://www.resa.net/curriculum/curriculum/science/curriculum/priorityexpectations/ 

Please share this update with principals, mathematics chairs and teachers. Address questions or comments to Theron Blakeslee, IISD mathematics consultant, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tblakesl@inghamisd.org" ��tblakesl@inghamisd.org� or 517-244-1201.












