Ingham ISD Science Update for September, 2009
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Battle Creek Science and SEPUP Training Update

The first training session for grades K–7 newly adopted science unit/kit programs was held on September 1, 2009 at Pattengill Middle School. Lansing School District was the host for the sessions that were attended by teachers and administrators from five additional Ingham and Eaton County districts and two Detroit area districts. 

Teachers who had piloted the Battle Creek units undertook additional training and served as facilitators for the new BC units. The SEPUP sessions were facilitated by master teachers with experience teaching SEPUP and who had participated in additional SEPUP trainings. The teacher evaluations of the sessions were very positive.

The dates for the remaining PD sessions of the year are:

November 3, January 26 and 27, and March 9. 

Teachers other than Lansing School District teachers may register at any time at: 

http://pd.inghamisd.org
If you wish to add a professional development session for other Battle Creek Math and Science Center units, Ingham ISD can provide the training for a minimum of 10 teachers per session and a cost of $40 per teacher. 
New Battle Creek units for Grades 6 are now available and those for Grade 7 will be available in January 2010. The training schedule at Battle Creek Math and Science Center can be found at www.bcmsc.k12.mi.us (Science Unit Training).

Battle Creek MSC Materials Purchase Information
Battle Creek Math and Science Center requires that districts purchasing units must have a plan in place for:

· training teachers in the process and conceptual content of the units

· refurbishment of the kits

· training teachers new to the science materials at a grade level

· administrative training to understand the literacy integrations 

Please contact Connie Duncan, Director of the Battle Creek Math and Science Center prior to submitting a purchase order for their materials at 269-965-9440

Report on Understanding Energy Summer Workshop for MS Teachers

Thank you for supporting your middle school teachers as they attended the Understanding Energy workshop August 3–7. The workshop was very well received – some saying that the workshop was the best science PD they had attended. Theron and I were privileged to work with this group of inquiring and engaged teachers in a conceptual area that is central to MS GLCEs. 

We have planned an additional 12 hours of follow-up sessions from September through December. The times are 12:00 until 4:00 p.m. on September 29, October 27, and December 4 at Ingham ISD-TEC. SB-CEUs will be available for each session. Thank you in advance for supporting their attendance with substitute teachers. 

A Research Summary

Students learn better when their math and science teachers participate in professional development with specific characteristics, according to a recent meta analysis. The factors are 1) more time spent providing teachers with content-based development; 2) active methods of teacher learning; and 3) multiple follow-up activities over six-month to one-year period. The complete report can be downloaded at: www.ccsso.org/projects/improving_evaluation_of_professional_development.

A MEAP Reminder

The 5th and 8th grade science MEAP tests taking place in October 2009 are the last MEAP tests correlated to the Michigan Curriculum Framework. Beginning in 2010, the 5th and 8th grade science MEAP tests will be correlated to the K–7 Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs). There will be no ‘constructed response’ items on this year’s test – all questions will be in the multiple choice format. 
Calendar of Science Events

September 25, Michigan Green Chemistry Conference, http://www.michigan.gov/deqworkshops
September 25, GEMS Beyond the Solar System Workshop at CMU. http://gems.cmich.edu
September 26, Project Wild/Wild Aquatic Workshop at CMU, http://gems.cmich.edu
October 3, Project Learning Tree Workshop at Pierce Creek Institute, http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org
October 8–10, Michigan Alliance for Environmental and Outdoor Education Conference, http://www.michiganenvironmentaled.org
October 10, Chemistry Day at Impression 5, http://www.chemistry.msu.edu/chemday
October 10, Michigan Physics Teachers Fall Meeting, http://www.miaapt.org
October 11–17, Earth Science Week, www.earthsciweek.org
October 24, Metro Detroit Science Teachers Association Fall Conference at Lawrence Technological University, wisepill@aol.com

November 5, YES! Expo 2009 for middle and high school students at Ford Field, Detroit http://www.yes.mtu.edu
March 4–6, 2010, Michigan Science Teachers Association Conference, MSTA in Lansing

http://www.msta-mich.org/conference
March 18–21, 2010, National Science Teachers Association Conference, NSTA in Philadelphia

http://www.nsta.org/conferences
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