Ingham ISD Mathematics & Science Update for October, 2010

Mathematics

Focus on “core” GLCEs
Many teachers complain that there is too much to teach in the GLCEs in order to teach for understanding – a very understandable complaint. MDE has “lightened the load” for us in terms of depth vs. content coverage by designating about 20 GLCEs in grades 2-7 as “core.”
These core GLCEs are tested with two items on the MEAP, and each core GLCE is tested every year. The other “extended” GLCEs are tested with only one item, and they are sampled across test forms and across years. So the majority of a student’s score on the MEAP is attributable to the core GLCEs.

So it makes sense to focus your school’s curriculum on the core GLCEs. Don’t ignore the extended GLCEs, but *focus* on the core.
You can find an Excel spreadsheet that lists the core GLCEs at: http://inghamisd.org/programsandservices/sds/curriculum/math/documentsandtools/. 
Upcoming workshops
Workshops on Helping Students who Struggle with Mathematics are being held over the next three months: 

Whole number operations, October 7 
Early number sense, November 2

Fractions, decimals and percents, December 14

These are excellent workshops for interventionists including Title I and Special Education teachers as well as general classroom teachers. Please see the attached flier or the IISD PD website.

Credit for online classes

We are currently working to allow variable credit for online classes, from 0.5 to 2.0 SBCEUs. Some of classes have a considerable amount of content, and we want teachers to try out these strategies with their students and give feedback to the online learning community.

Science

Science Network for 2010-2011 
The science network for this year will focus on middle school science teaching, so please encourage your middle school teachers to attend. These meetings are open to everyone who wants a little science chat and networking after school. They also provide updates on state and national science education initiatives.
We have chosen to focus on middle school science teaching because that is such a critical time for developing interest and enthusiasm in science, and for developing deep understanding of fundamental concepts that will be critical in high school and college. 

But we highly encourage teachers of all grades to attend. The discussions will be valuable to all grade level teachers. We will rely on elementary teachers and high school teachers to help us think about how middle school teaching builds on earlier grades and creates the foundation for later grades – plus we like their insights on science teaching in general! Everyone has something to learn from each other.
Teachers can register for the science network at http://pd.inghamisd.org. Search for “network.” First meeting is October 21, 2010.
Please scan and email this update to principals, math and science chairs and teachers. �Address questions or comments to Theron Blakeslee, IISD math/science consultant.








** Formative Assessment Workshop **


A one-day workshop by national assessment expert Carol Commodore will be presented on November 4, 2010 at the Hannah Center in East Lansing. Schools are invited to send teams of 5-7 teachers to learn about how formative assessment processes can dramatically improve student learning – not only in science, but in all subject areas. Cross-content teams are encouraged, or you may send a team from just one department. 


Registration costs for 12 teams are covered by a grant. The ISD will also provide a PLC facilitator for your teams to try these processes through the year and work together to evaluate their implementation.


Please use the attached registration form to register your teams.









