Ingham ISD Science Update for April 15, 2009

Posted at http://inghamisd.org/curriculum_science
Understanding Science/Understand Energy Summer Workshop for MS Teachers

Theron Blakeslee and Marty Couretas have applied for and received a training grant from WestEd and DOE to facilitate a summer workshop for middle school teachers. The workshop content fills a critical need in supporting teachers’ understandings of energy concepts that are central to physical, life and Earth sciences. 

We have an April 22 deadline to finalize our roster and need your help for recruiting teachers. Space is limited to 15 teachers and districts are being asked to support the teachers who attend with a daily stipend. We are offering 4.0 SB-CEUs for attending the August 3 through 7 workshop and an additional 12 hours of follow-up activities from September through December. 

A letter and flier describing this project has been sent to all Curriculum Directors and Middel School Principals. An additional copy of the flier is attached. Please contact either Theron or myself if we can any questions you may have. 

K–7 Collaborative Science Project

The wikispace describing the K–7 Collaborative Science Project has been updated and contains the following information.   

* The recommendations for the commercial K–7 unit/kit programs that have been analyzed by a year-long research based process

* Description, goals, and tools used for the analysis process

* Participants in the process

*Piloting information

*Links to relevant documents and sites

Ingham ISD Science Curriculum Web-Site

The Ingham ISD Science Curriculum Web-Site is being continuously updated with current projects, links to MDE science curriculum resources, Science Network, and a repository for past monthly Science Updates. The Power Standards for all core content areas is also found at www.inghamisd.org/curriculum.

Website for Educators

A website highlighting an NSF (National Science Foundation) study conducted by Harvard that identifies factors that positively impact college science success can be found at 

http://www.cfa.harvard.edu/smg/ficss/ficss.html
This is not your ordinary website. You need speakers or headphones to listen to consultants that you choose to help you think critically about 9 factors as they related to preparedness for and performance in college science settings. You can also access on the “Quick Access Mode” button the lower right-hand screen for video clips that highlight the research findings.

Marty Couretas, Science Consultant, 517-244-1246    mcoureta@inghamisd.org


