Ingham ISD Mathematics & Science Update for May, 2011
Mathematics
RtI Overview for Mathematics 
Coaches, teachers, administrators and others are invited to attend an all-day workshop on various aspects of RtI in mathematics, on May 20, 2011, from 9:00 am – 3:30 pm. Topics will include:
· Types of universal screening assessments for mathematics 

· Use of screening data in a problem-solving process to identify students who need targeted support 
· Use of screening data in a problem-solving process to inform changes in core instruction

· Elements of quality mathematics interventions

· Progress monitoring in mathematics

Please register through CourseWhere, at http://www.solutionwhere.com/inghamisd/cw/showcourse.asp?1835 or go to http://pd.inghamisd.org, click on “Registration” then search by month. The session will be held at the Hannah Center in East Lansing.
Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference

The 62nd Annual MCTM Conference and Institutes are being held this August at Dakota High School in Macomb, MI. The Institutes provide in-depth information on current initiatives, and the conference is an endless source of great teaching ideas. 

Please encourage your math teachers to attend and support their participation financially. It’s an investment in better teaching. (Yes, sounds like a commercial, but it’s true!)

The Institutes this year include:

· Formative Assessment and the Common Core, Teresa Ballard

· Assessing Quality Math Instruction, Sandy Callis

· Math Recovery, Kristi Hanby

· 21 Things for the 21st Century, St. Clair RESA Tech Department
Go to http://mictm.org/ for more information

Congratulations to our “Beating the Odds” Schools!
Mt. Hope Elementary and Kendon Elementary in Lansing and Steele Street Elementary in Mason have been recognized by the state as “finding ways to overcome the identifiable risk factors to low student achievement, such as low economic status, race and ethnicity, or proficiency with the English language. 

“These are schools that are doing remarkable things to help their students achieve, despite the odds being stacked against them,” said state Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan.
Common Core Update

1) Gap analysis forms are available for mathematics on our Ingham ISD website. From the home page, click on the link to Common Core on the left side of the page, then scroll down to find these forms. They are Microsoft Word documents so you can easily customize them for your own purposes, cut and paste into other documents, or highlight them as needed.

2) A draft of the new Algebra I state curriculum was circulated to local district mathematics department chairs by email last week. If your department chair did not receive it, please have them contact me. I may not have their email address or know who the math contact person is in each district.

Science
Michigan Joint Education Conference

Michigan’s Annual Interdisciplinary Conference is being held this year in Coopersville, MI on June 22, 2011. Sponsored jointly by Michigan Association for Computer Users in Learning (MACUL), Michigan Association of Middle School Educators (MAMSE), Michigan Council for Social Studies (MCSS), Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM) and the Michigan Science Teachers Association (MSTA).
It’s all about integrating the disciplines to increase relevance and rigor. 
For more information go to http://www.mijec.org/.
Please share this update with principals, mathematics chairs and teachers. Address questions or comments to Theron Blakeslee, IISD mathematics and science consultant  � HYPERLINK "mailto:tblakesl@inghamisd.org" ��tblakesl@inghamisd.org�  517-244-1201.
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