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                                                  Lakes and Rivers: Compare and Contrast Lesson Plan

Grade Level: Third Grade 
Materials: Materials:  Paddle-to-the-Sea, Clancy Holling, 1941; Where the River Begins, Thomas Locker, 1993

http://www.kidfish.bc.ca/our_lakes.htm   Reading materials for lakes

http://www.kidfish.bc.ca/our_rivers.htm  Reading materials for rivers 
Big Idea: Recognize the similarities and differences between a lake and a river
GLCE:   RCM   2.01, 3.01, 4.01, 5.01, 6.01, 7.01, 8.01 Themes


    RCM  2.03, 3.03, 4.03, 5.03, 6.03, 7.03, 8.03 Cross Text

                WGN   2.03, 3.03, 4.03, 5.03, 6.03, 7.03, 8.03 Compare/Contrast; 



    Cause/Effect 

Science:  PS S3.2 GLCE: E.ES. 03.41 r, E.ES.03.42 r, E.ES.03.43 r, E.ES.03.52, E.SE.03.32, E.ES.03.44)  Explain the various ways we use natural resources (renewable and non renewable) Describe harmful and helpful effects on the environment 

Social Studies: E1.0.3. Analyze how Michigan’s location and natural resources influenced its economic development (e.g., how waterways and other natural resources have influenced economic activities such as mining, lumbering, automobile manufacturing, and furniture making).
Session One:  Use the web site  to locate a Venn Diagram for comparing the two seasons winter and summer http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/venn.pdf   
Session Two:  Discussion of Comparison and Contrast
                      What does it mean to compare and contrast something?


          What are some examples that you might want to compare and contrast?

                       Make sure students also understand similarities and differences.

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Science_WAC_2_3_264454_7.pdf
Armstrong, Kilbridge and Stephens

Writing Across the Curriculum in Science document 
Comparison/Contrast Template

	Topics
	Winter
	Summer

	Activities
	
	

	Clothing
	
	

	Weather
	
	

	Holidays
	
	

	Vacations
	
	

	School
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Additional Topics for Comparison:

Living and non living things


Birds and reptiles


Rocks and minerals 


Crocodiles and alligators


Fall and spring 

Session Three: Writing From Knowledge and Experience
Tell about a time when you read about or  visited a lake or a river.  How do you think a river is like a lake?  How is a river different from a lake? 
Session Four: Use Lesson Plan from Writing Fix for teaching students the organizational structure for writing a Comparison/Contrast Essay 

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Comparison_Contrast/Comp_Cont_Feet.pdf Graphic Organizer

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Comparison_Contrast/Comp_Cont_Essay.pdf Comparison/contrast organizational essay structure and student samples 

Lesson Plan is included 

Session Five : Using an overhead projector with students, read aloud articles about information that is being compared.   Point out the detail you notice and specific information you want to bring to students’ attention.  Have students underline and highlight on their own articles.  Make sure students know where to locate the details within the articles. Use the Venn diagram to include details for comparison from the readings.

Session Six: Using the overhead projector, go back and reread the information with students but this time do a Think Aloud with the writing.  Point out the details you notice Have students underline and highlight on their own articles.  Make sure students know where to locate specific details in the reading for drawing comparisons. Point out the similarities and differences.  Use the Harvey and Goudvis reading comprehension strategies during the read aloud and think aloud:

Armstrong, Kilbridge and Stephens

· Making connections

· Asking questions

· Visualizing

· Inferring and predicting

· Determining importance

· Synthesizing

· Monitoring comprehension

Step Seven: Compare and Contrast Writing 

Prompt:  Compare and contrast a lake and a river.
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